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Background 
Science is an important location factor and driver for urban and community development. It 

provides well-founded data, innovative solutions and evidence-based methods – from climate 

protection and transport concepts to social integration and digital infrastructure. Science makes 

it possible to systematically address complex challenges such as demographic change or the 

energy transition. It strengthens competitiveness, promotes quality of life and, at best, creates 

trust among citizens in municipal decisions. By collaborating with research institutions, 

municipalities can make evidence-based decisions, use resources efficiently and unlock new 

potential for sustainable projects. In addition, scientific institutions play an important role in the 

training and establishment of skilled workers.  

In 2026, Kiel, together with Brest and Split, is serving as a European Science Ambassador 

through the EU-funded project Science Comes to Town. The project aims to strengthen the 

relationship between science and society by bringing research closer to citizens, fostering 

collaboration between academia, local authorities and civil society, and promoting science as a 

key resource for addressing societal challenges. One of its central objectives is to encourage the 

exchange of good practices across Europe and to support municipalities in developing evidence-

informed policies. 

Against this backdrop, the successful cooperation between science and community practice, an 

important pillar of the Science Comes to Town project, was therefore the thematic focus for the 

International Cities Forum 2026. The aim was to learn from each other based on practical 

examples and discuss various approaches on how cities and academia jointly develop effective, 

robust and long-term solutions to current and future challenges, make informed decisions by 

support from scientific expertise, secure science locations and convey science in such a way 

that findings become visible, understandable and relevant to urban society. 

 

Opening 
The forum with representatives from Kiel’s partner cities – including Antakya/Hatay, Brest, 

Kherson, Coventry, Gdynia, Moshi District, Samsun, Stralsund, Tallinn and Vaasa - was opened 

by Enke Koberg, Board Member of Förde Sparkasse and host of the event location and by 

Bettina Aust, President of the Kiel City Council. The City of Split was invited as a special project 

partner of Science Comes to Town. 
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Keynote 
Prof. Dr. Till Requate, Professor for Innovation, Competition and New Institutional Economics at 

Kiel University gave insights on the challenge of policy advice, particularly for cities and 

communities. He emphasized the contemporary relevance of academic research for dealing 

productively with complexity in urban communities, taking a historical perspective on urban 

development as his starting point. Specifically, he highlighted the challenges of providing 

scientific advice for evidence-informed policymaking. 

 

Thematic discussion 
In the following thematic discussion Tiit Terik, Deputy Mayor of Tallinn, and Dr. Samet Yilmaz, 

Mayor of Kiel, exchanged thoughts on the importance of science-based decision-making for 

municipalities. The discussion focused on how cities can respond to global crises and ongoing 

transformation by strengthening partnerships. A central theme was the evolving role of city 

partnerships, which are increasingly seen as drivers of innovation and sustainable urban 

development rather than solely as platforms for cultural exchange. By sharing experiences, 

testing new approaches, and learning from one another, cities can develop joint solutions to 

common challenges such as climate change, digital transformation, and social inclusion, while 

strengthening their capacity to respond to current and future crises.  

 

The discussion also addressed the increasing need for resilience and innovation in local 

government. As cities face growing economic, environmental, and societal uncertainties, 

resilience was described as the ability to anticipate, adapt to, and recover from change, while 

innovation enables municipalities to develop new ways of addressing complex challenges. For 

urban policymakers, this means fostering flexible governance structures, encouraging cross-

sector collaboration, and integrating long-term thinking into everyday decision-making. 

 

Another key topic was the contribution of scientific expertise to local governance. Scientific 

research can improve the quality of municipal decision-making by providing evidence-based 

analyses, evaluating policy options, and identifying emerging trends and risks. The discussion 

highlighted that collaboration between researchers and city administrations can lead to more 

informed, robust, and forward-looking policy decisions. 

 

At the same time, Tiit Terik and Dr. Samet Yilmaz emphasized that scientific knowledge must be 

communicated in an accessible and practical way. Research findings should be translated into 

actionable recommendations that can be applied by city administrators, policymakers, and the 

broader public. The discussion concluded with reflections directed at students in Kiel and Tallinn. 

Tiit Terik and Dr. Samet Yilmaz encouraged young people to actively engage in shaping 

sustainable and resilient cities by remaining curious, working across disciplines, participating in 

local decision-making processes.  

 

Workshop sessions 
Participants explored how academia, politics, and administration can be more closely connected 

by means of two practical examples presented in each of the three interactive workshops. 

 

mailto:staedtepartnerschaften@kiel.de


 3 

Landeshauptstadt Kiel, Büro der Stadtpräsidentin, staedtepartnerschaften@kiel.de 

Workshop I - Evidence-based policy and administration 
The first Workshop “evidence-based policy and administration” discussed, how scientifically-

sound findings and methods can be effectively integrated into political decisions and 

administrative processes to increase effectiveness and efficiency while solving challenges 

through cooperation among academia, administration, and urban society. Dr. Tomasz 

Augustyniak, Deputy Mayor of Gdynia, Poland, Alke Voß, City Councillor for the Environment, 

Climate Protection and Mobility of Kiel, and Prof. Dr. Ing. Hendrik Dankowski, Professor of Ship 

Design and Maritime Environmental Protection at Kiel University of Applied Sciences, presented 

two practical examples illustrating the contribution of scientific findings to sustainable urban 

development: the science and technology park in Gdynia as an educational and innovative 

centre for modern energy solutions as well as the project for a fully autonomous passenger ferry 

at the mouth of the Schwentine river in Kiel. This was followed by a discussion, showing that 

evidence-based and political decisions, and a foundational cooperative planning represent 

essential prerequisites to effectively integrate scientific findings in municipal planning and 

development processes. 

 
 

Workshop II - Strengthening the region as a centre of science 
The second workshop “Strengthening the region as a centre of science” examined how scientific 

institutions can strengthen innovation and the region’s attractiveness through networks, 

cooperations, and targeted communication with the economy and urban society. Additionally, it 

shed light on how to solve the arising local challenges. Dr. Susanna Slotte-Kock, External 
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Relations Officer for the City of Vaasa in Finland, Prof. Dr. Sören Kock, Professor of 

Management and Organisation and Dean of International Relations at the Hanken School of 

Economics, and Dr. Barbara Weig, Innovation Manager at the Kiel Economic Development 

Agency (KiWi), presented strategies for attracting and retaining skilled workers, as well as for 

cooperation between universities, industry, and municipalities. Central were the skilled labour 

strategy and a settlement policy of the city of Vaasa as well as Kiel’s approach to connect 

universities and companies in technological alliances – specifically related to sustainable 

technologies and professional workforce development. For instance, the City of Vaasa is 

continuously funding professorships and joint projects with local universities, and in Kiel, 

students conduct research into an autonomous railway line as part of the project on smart 

railway technology. The examples showed that a municipality can strengthen its position as a 

hub for science by offering financial incentives. A key conclusion was that trust-based and 

continuous cooperation between all stakeholders, underpinned by shared long-term goals and 

reliable strategies, is crucial to sustainably strengthen the city and region as centres of 

innovation. 

 
 

Workshop III - Connecting science and citizens 
The third workshop “Connecting science and citizens” dealt with the question of how citizens can 

be actively involved in the research processes through participatory formats, comprehensible 

science communication and low-threshold initiatives, with the aim of strengthening trust in 

science and enhance its social relevance. Dr. Johannes Rosenplänter, historian, archivist, and 

director of the Kiel City Archives and Museum as well as of the 20th Century Workshop, and 
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Ömer Faruk Demir, Deputy Director-General for Administrative and Financial Affairs at 

SAMULAŞ A.Ş., the public transport company of the city of Samsun, Türkiye, used the examples 

of the 20th Century Workshop in Kiel, the Technology Festival and the Bilim Samsun Science 

Centre to demonstrate that, despite differing approaches, certain key aspects are particularly 

important: for science to act as a catalyst, it requires cooperation with a diverse range of 

stakeholders from various fields, with participation and inclusion playing a major role. It is 

important to allow and enable citizens to play an active role in research and science, for instance 

through co-creation and low-threshold access. 

 

 
 

Presentation of results 
The workshop results were presented in the plenary by graphic recordings made during the 

workshop phase and by referring to the results displayed on notice boards (see end of 

document). The presentation of the workshop findings clearly demonstrated that participation, 

inclusion, cooperation, sound data, and fundamental knowledge are key prerequisites for 

establishing science as a driving force for innovative urban societies. 

 

Panel Discussion 
During the subsequent panel discussion, it became clear just how much potential science offers 

for the development of sustainable cities. Dr Igor Jerković, Vice-Rector for Research and Quality 

at the University of Split, Marguerite Gouyou Beauchamps, project manager for the City of Brest, 

France, and coordinator of the EU project ‘Science Comes to Town’, Anton Iefanov, Deputy 
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Head of the Military Administration of the City of Kherson, Ukraine; and Alke Voß, City Councillor 

for the Environment, Climate Protection and Mobility of Kiel, discussed the role of science as a 

driving force for innovation, collaboration and social resilience. 

The living example of Science Comes to Town showes how science connects people, 

municipalities as well as research institutions while strengthening the exchange between 

science, policy, and civil society. By means of participatory formats and European collaboration, 

new impetus is generated for innovation, evidence-based decision-making, and sustainable 

urban development. 

Anton Iefanov also underlined the importance of scientific expertise in times of crisis. He 

described the challenges for the city of Kherson since Russia’s war of aggression. In particular, 

the breach of the Kakhovka dam in 2023 demonstrated the far-reaching consequences that the 

destruction of critical infrastructure has for the environment, energy supply, and citizens. He 

emphasised that scientific findings and technological innovations play a crucial role in securing 

energy supplies and critical infrastructure, strengthening the resilience of cities in times of war 

and crisis, and analysing damage and planning reconstruction. Therefore, science is not only a 

driver of innovation, but also a key pillar for security and resilience. 

 

The International Cities Forum 2026 was closed by Bettina Aust, President of the Kiel City 

Council. It has impressively demonstrated that academia, politics, public administration and 

urban society can jointly provide impulses for the sustainable development of cities and 

municipalities. The in-depth discussion and the wide range of insights and practical examples 

provided valuable and effective ideas for further cooperation among all participating partner 

cities. It once again underlined that international networking, and the corresponding exchange 

are essential for future-proof and resilient cities. 
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Annex: Workshop notice boards 
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